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Lowell’s

Election

Systems,
lained.

The City’s current election system
is an “at-large” system in which
each voter has as many votes as Option 2B — Mixed District &
there are candidates (nine), and AtLarge (8/3)

all votes are tallied equally.

Under this system, there would be eight districts, each of which
would elect one of the 12 members of the City Council. At least

Itis “at-large” because each of the two of the districts would be “majority-minority” (defined as a
. - . district where Asian-Americans and Hispanics/Latinos comprise
nine councilors and six school amajority of the citizen voting age population).

committee members is elected
by the City as a whole, as opposed

Three City Councilors would be elected at-large.

. . o For School Committee elections, there would be four districts

to bemg eleCted by dlStI'lClS or (the eight districts would be combined into groups of two),

ards ¢« -Iarg % 3 el]'m each of which would elect one of the six School Committee
w ° At“ N € .lS S?,m €s members. At least one of these districts would be majority-mi-
known as C1ty-w1de. nority. Two School Committee members would be elected at

large.

At the August 27 City Council meeting, the council voted to At-Large & Ward councilors appear as separate races
narrow the election systems to the two options at right. These onthe ballot.
are the two systems that will appear on the nonbinding ballot
in November.

Portions of this text were pulled from the official City of Lowell
Website on the voting system change.

A|A ¢ .
For more info go to: ue :W Opthn 33— At-Large Ranked
https:/lyourlowellyourvote.org olmiolela Choice VOﬁIlg

—_—

. Under the Ranked Choice option, each councilor would still be
elected at-large. The difference between the current system and
ranked choice voting is the way votes are weighted and counted.
Under the current system, every voter can vote for up to nine
candidates for council and six candidates for school committee.
Votes are weighted equally and tallied overall, and those candi-
dates with the highest number of votes overall are elected.

Under Ranked Choice, instead of voting for up to nine or six can-
didates without indicating any preference between candidates,
each voter ranks their choices in order of preference (e.g., 1, 2,

3, 4, etc.). When votes are counted, all “Number One” votes are
counted first. If a candidate hits a certain threshold of Number
One votes, that person is elected.

If any candidate has more Number One votes than necessary,
their “excess"” votes are reallocated to their voters’ *“Number
Two” choice. Also, the votes for candidates with the fewest
Number One votes may be reallocated to those voters’ Number
Two choice.

After any reallocations, the result is “proportional representa-
tion” —for example, if Group A comprises 70% of the electorate
and members of Group A vote similarly to one another, and
Group B comprises 30% of the electorate and members of Group
B vote similarly to one another, then Group A can expect that
approximately 70% of persons ultimately elected will reflect their
preferences, and Group B can expect that approximately 30% of
persons ultimately elected will reflect their preferences.

Other voting jurisdictions that use Ranked Choice Voting are
Cambridge, MA and Minneapolis, MN.




City Council

What of the two
new systems for
our local elections
do you support
most?

In 2017, we asked candidates "Do
you support changing Lowell's
at-large system, in view of the
pending lawsuit against it?” —

we have indicated the candi-
dates who ran in that election’s
preference at that time.

To read full answers go to:
lowellvotes.org/2017guide

Supported charter change
in 2017

Did not support charter
changein 2017

O
A

Undecided on charter
change support in 2017

Option 2B
Mixed District & At Large (8/3)

DaveConway @ | RodneyElliott @ | RitaMercier O | VesnaNuon @ | Alexandra
Afairsystem forthecity. | I'have advocated fora | believe this option is Because it ensures Amparo DelVillar
mixed system of district more representative every neighborhood gets | Being that the demand
and at large representa- of the community as a represented. Itis also for change was requested
tives from the onset. All whole and a fairer more easier and less expensive | | believe that this option
neighborhoods inthe City | easier way for voters to to campaign in a district will expand for more op-
deserve to be repre- understand while giving rather than citywide, portunities for individuals
sented. everyone afairchanceto | making it possible for to run for city council.
be involved. people who might not
otherwise run or are new
to the city to bring their
ideas to the people.
CoreyBelanger (| JuanCastafieda SokharyChau @ | TyChum John Drinkwater

While I do have concerns
with increasing the num-

I think this system makes
the voting process more

|am in favor of the 8-3
option as it is easier to

More ideas equal more
possibility and quicker

The “8-3" system will lead
to amore diverse city

ber of Councilors to 11 fair for new candidatesto | understand for most result. government with more
that could negatively af- | getelected. residents and provides Lowell residents seeing
fect decision making and the most equitable and themselves represent-
stalling progress it seems best representation for ed. It will also create
to be the best option the neighborhoods. more geographic equity
to achieve diversity.l do through neighborhood
believe that candidates representation, lower the
should reside in district financial barrier to run,
they run. Either way | will and allow residents to get
support the voters. to know their Councilors
better.
Marty Hogan @ | HarryKortikere Marty Lorrey DaveOuellette JeffThomas
|am proponent of I have chosen the hybrid | believe thereis a | like the idea of district | believe the neighbor-
Option 2b, a hybrid of option marginally over consensus across the city | representation and also hoods need their own in-
both districtand at-large | the atlarge RCV option. to elect neighborhood adding 2 new councilors | dependent voice. | believe
members, representation | Boththese optionshave | representation. making it 11. | don't like they will strive and have

that fosters a greater
openness and ability for
the council to address the
issues of the city, both
specific and general. The
ranked choice voting op-
tion does not achieve this
and only adds complexity

drawbacks. With the
hybrid option there is risk
of incumbents not being
challenged. Also how will
the majority minority
districts be carved out?
Atlarge RCVis a complex
system & needs voter
education!

ranked choice voting be-
cause every vote should
be counted.

there issues taken care

of promptly. As a district
representative | will be
able to achieve these goal
for my district and the
constituents of the district
as well as helping out the
atlarge councilors.

DanielRourke A

The mixed district/hybrid
is the most fair way of giv-
ing every neighborhood
fair representation.

if Option3- Unknown -
T Citywide Ranked Choice Voting Declined to Answer
JohnLeahy A | WiliamSamaras A

I think it may be the fairest way to represent the city as a whole.

Declined to answer.
Other answers in guide submitted via email.

At this point, | feel it is very important that we have
the input from the citizens of Lowell as to which

system they would prefer.



WRCiry Councir

RODNEY

Dave Conway Rodney Elliott John Leahy
Belvidere Pawtucketville Belvidere Belvidere
Where can W NA % Rodney_Elliottx % Jleahy62John ¥ NA
voters find you Ei dave.conway.313 Ei rodneyelliottforcitycouncil E1 LeahyforLowell E NA
on the web? NA rodneye_1960 N/A N/A
No Website voterodneyelliott.com councilorjohnleahy.com No Website
When Opil‘liOIlS | consult with individuals and | would rely on the experience | like to listen to both sides and When this or anything goes

aredividedona
tough issue, what
will you use to
make your
decision?

seek their opinions, then | make
my decision.

| have been fortunate enough
to have gained in the course of
my service on the City Council. |
will listen to my constituents, do
extensive research, and make
adecision based on facts and
information.

then trust my instincts. | always
try to be fair across the board.

to the voters, | firmly believe
that despite my opinion....The
majority rules and the people
have spoken.

Education, harm
reduction, and
treatiment are
three parts ofa
strategy to reduce
opioid addiction.
How would you
prioritize these
elements in a stra-
tegicresponse in
the city?

| would bring the appropriate
partnerships together so we can
maximize our resources.

Education on this issue has to
start atayoung age. |feel the
most impactful learning tool

is to hear from people in your
age group that have personal
experience with this epidemic.
Treatment is critical. The state
and federal government must
dedicate additional resources to
the fight.

I think that education of young
adults is always the key to suc-
cess. In Lowell we and the task
force are doing an outstanding
job on combating this crisis.

Education in the lower grades
should be mandated. It is a little
too late in High School. We much
teach children when they are
young of the dangers of opioids.
We need people in the school
system who have beeninadrug
situation and have come full
cycle on staying clean. We need
treatment beds.

What are your
plans to clean

up Lowell public
spaces, and make
them more acces-
sible for use?

Reach out to our neighborhood
groups and get their input. Also,
reach out to our delegation for
additional monies. And explore
grants that would target this
issue.

Certainly people need to be
responsible for their actions. As
someone who has sat on the
Disability Commission | under-
stand the challenges we face.
We need to ensure that each
time we replace a sidewalk or
develop a public space we make
itaccessible toall.

| continually work with the parks
department and the managers
office to make sure we are doing
what we can. Its always a work
in progress.

No one will use these spaces if
they are full of needles. We hired
a person to do that. | will bring
light to this issue to make Lowell
cleaner.

What new ideas
do you have to
make (or keep)
housing afford-
able in Lowell for
both renters and
homeowners?

Affordable housing is anissue
not only with Lowell but also
with the state. We need to bring
the different levels of govern-
ment to the table to creat a plan
that will help solve this very real
problem.

Lowell is more affordable than
any of the surrounding commu-
nities. Keeping taxes as low as
possible makes the dream of

owning your own home feasible.

I would advocate to keep taxes
down.

I think that well paying jobs are
the way to go. If we continually
work to keep people employed,
with good paying jobs the rest
takes care of itself.

Itis not everyone who could
afford the prices of rents today. It
is possible to support developers
whose goalis to build low in-
come housing for those in need.



City

Council

vesnanuon
| pL tewell ey counzil g
Vesna Nuon Bill Samaras Alexandra Corey Belanger
Belvidere Amparo—Del Villar  Belvidere
ONCOMBENT e
Where can ¥ NA ¥ NA ¥ NA ¥ NA
voters find you K3 vesnaforlowell Kl samarasforlowell Kl delvillarforlowell K1 BelangerForLowell
on the web? N/A N/A N/A N/A
vesnaforlowell.com No Website No Website No Website
When opinions Iwill reach out toall partsofthe  The council is asked to serve [ will focus on community and Ilearned a valuable lesson from

aredividedona
tough issue, what
will you use to
make your
decision?

community and listen to diverse
voices. I'll also use my experience
and Lowell’s history in making
decisions.

as the voice of the people, but
we also are asked to use our
best judgment. I try to get as
much factual input and the best
possible information from all
perspectives | canto make a
well-informed decision and the
best decision for the community
asawhole.

lean on the majority input.

the election two years ago. The
issue as to where to build a new
high school divided the city. |
was the first to propose a ballot
referendum and was not well
received at the time. It ended up
on the ballot anyway. Next time
I will insist on letting the voters
decide.

Education, harm
reduction, and
treatment are
three parts ofa
strategy to reduce
opioid addiction.
How would you
prioritize these
elements in a stra-
tegicresponse in
the city?

Allthree of these strategies go
together. We need a collective
effort that incorporates treat-
ment, housing, and employment
while starting education at an
early age. We still need to work
to break the stigma of addiction.

Truthfully, we need an approach
thatis all of the above, but as a
former educator, | believe in the
power of a well-designed and
effective education program

to give children and adults the
ability to make well-informed
decisions.

My strategy to reduce the opioid
crisis would start with adding
one on one physical outreach
and risk reduction are far as

the education is concerned to
prevent individuals from even
needing treatment . And if treat-
ment is needed implementing
more facilities with longer term
careisademand.

I was integral inimplementing
opiod education in the Lowell
public schools that is in place
to this day. | worked hard to
increase outreach and services
to children that are exposed

to substance abuse at home.
Education is vital to stopping
the cycle of addiction but much
more needs to be done!!

What are your
plans to clean

up Lowell public
spaces, and make
them more acces-
sible for use?

| believe in supporting com-
munity groups such as Lowell
Canal Cleaners & Coalition fora
Better Acre that organize groups
to clean-up our public areas.

I will work to ensure Lowell's
Department of Public Works
coordinates & cooperates with
these organizations and make
their clean-ups more effective.

Onething llearned from

the high school, getting our
students and our community as
awhole involved in the cleanup
of public spaces helps give them
a sense of ownership and pride.
Our parks belong to all of us and
we should all take pride in them.

First identify if funds are
available and ensure that they
are allocated to that concern/
projects.

| will propose corporate sponsors
for parks and open spaces to
increase funds for maintenance
and lighting upgrades to make
more accessible to all. | will
promote frequent special events
for families to enjoy and to
attract tourism to our city. Itis
important we increase youth
sports and activities

What new ideas
doyouhave to
make (or keep)
housing afford-
able in Lowell for
both renters and
homeowners?

| submitted a motion for Lowell
to benefit from the Community
Preservation Act. If we become
a CPA community we will have
additional resources for the
construction & preservation of
affordable housing.

We have to expand opportuni-
ties for first-time homebuyers at
the same time, working with the
state on tax credits and other
financing to encourage private
developers to include more af-
fordable units in mixed-income
housing settings.

Revisit the current plan in place
with Umass Lowell and the city
of Lowell that have negatively
impacted home owners real
estate property taxes and that
have driven up rental market
values.

We need to be more active

in pursuing federal funds to
subsidize the cost of housing

by working with developers to
pursue grants. The more new tax
growth by developing the Ham-
ilton Canal Innovation district will
offer relief to the homeowners. It
isimportant to partner with UML
for job creation.
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LL CITY COUNCIL

[Y CHUM

—_——
OWELL CITY COUNCIL

o Chumfart sswell com

=
wed = %* JOHN %

( DRINKWATER

T ll CITY COUNCIL

Ty Chum John Drmkwater
The Acre Highlands Belvidere
Where can ¥ NA ¥ N/A W NA W jm_drinkwater
voters find you Bl e o o287 E1 sokharychau Ei chumforlowell K1 j.m.drinkwater
on the web? © N/A N/A N/A drinkwaterforlowell
juancastaneda.org No Website chumforlowell.com drinkwaterforlowell.com
When opinions The best interest of the people. Consensus may not be possible My Community Organizer skill I will always listen to and learn
. o but transparency and thorough-  and My Business Management  from what constituents are
are dividedon a ness for getting clear facts will mindset. thinking, on both sides of an
. be my basis for decision making. issue. Often though, there will be
tO.llgh 1ssue, what In addition, it is important that a good faith arguments on either
Wl]lyouuseto Councilor reach out to non-tra- side, and I will always do what |
ditional residents and businesses believe is right for the city based
make your to collect alternative viewpoints on data, analysis, and my own
decision? and the actions that are needed. values - not what is politically

expedient.

Education, harm
reduction, and
treatiment are
three parts ofa
strategy to reduce
opioid addiction.
How would you
prioritize these

elements in a stra-

tegicresponse in
the city?

We need to educate the commu-
nity on the dangers of substance
abuse with proper resources to
asisst them.

People who are addicted are

in need of medical care. Many
times, in addition, they need
mental health services. lam

in favor of coordinating the
emergency services, hospitals,
community health center, men-
tal health counselors, and other
non-routine “caregivers”.

| believe in prevention tools.

My first go to would be utilizing
the school education system
to educate our community on
ways to prevent opioid and
other dangerous addiction.

Each of these strategies is critical
for addressing the opioid crisis
and I would add aftercare, such
as counseling, to this list as

well. While we must provide
every possible support for those
committed to treatmentand a
life of sobriety, harm reduction
medications and programs will
save lives.

What are your
plans to clean

up Lowell public
spaces, and make
them more acces-
sible for use?

| want to provide more resources
for the community with addi-
tional funding.

Our public spaces are not only
littered with trash but also sy-
ringes and human waste. This is
dangerous as a safety and public
health issue. lam in favor of
more public drinking fountains,
bathroom facilities and vigilance
by city personnel to keep it
managed.

| would start by bringing the
right people(those who have a
passion to help other). Assessing
the want and needs of every
community. It's about assessing,
planning(brainstorming), and
implementing(actions).

| believe that for a public space
to be accessible, it must have
the look and feel of a place
where people are encouraged to
come and spend time: seating,
plants, signage, art, and easy
pedestrian access. As a dense
city, these spaces may be small
(ie "parklets"), but contribute to
quality of life.

What new ideas
do you have to
make (or keep)
housing afford-
able in Lowell for
both renters and
homeowners?

We want to provide more subsi-
dized programs.

Gentrification is always a
problem in Gateway Cities. As

a city improves its facilities and
schools, it becomes attractive
to those who make investments
and build high end housing. We
can never forget that we need
to keep housing affordable

for residents who make public
employee level salaries.

Building a better relationship

and communication with afford-

able housing agency, renters,

and homeowners. | feel once we
start talking the same language,
know what we want and needs,
plus the challenge, only will then
we can start planning new ideas.

Right now, housing units are not
keeping up with job and popu-
lation growth, driving up cost.
We must encourage housing
growth, with an emphasis on
multi-family. Additionally, as
developers seek to build new
housing in Lowell, I plan to advo-
cate strongly for the inclusion of
affordable units.



HARRY KORTIKERE

Jor Lowell City Council

Laa a a a

Marty Hogan Harry Kortikere Dave Ouellette
Centralville Belvidere The Acre
Where can % HogangLowell W harry_kortikere ¥ NA W NA
voters find you Ei FriendsOfHogansLowell K1 harryforlowell K1 martylorrey E1 daveforyoulowell
on the web? hoganglowell N/A N/A N/A
MartyHogansLowell.com harryforlowell.com No Website daveforyou.com
When opinions Opinions are often divided in I will abide by the decision of I always have made difficult The will of the people, the bud-

aredividedona
tough issue, what
will you use to
make your
decision?

the simplest of scenarios, my
experience has taught me that |
need to consult with those in the
know. | will make use of every
opportunity to acquire a greater
sense of the issue, and | promise
that | will always make the best
decision for you, the people of
Lowell.

the voters on thisissue. That

is the democratic process. So
whichever option ends up hav-
ing a majority in the November
election will be the option | will
vote for if elected to the City
Council.

decisions based on the facts on
theissue.

get, and common sense.

Education, harm
reduction, and
treatment are
three parts ofa
strategy to reduce
opioid addiction.
How would you
prioritize these
elements in a stra-
tegicresponse in
the city?

We must continue programs
such asTeam COOP (Com-
munity Opioid Out-reach). We
must be new and innovative
to treat the afflicted. We must
make every effort to have drug
and addiction education in our
schools. Most importantly, we
must support our police in the
duty of removing these poison
suppliers.

We need more funding to fight
opioid addiction. Create an ef-
fective partnership between first
responders, hospitals, addiction
treatment centers and social
workers for a seamless manage-
ment & treatment of addiction.
Physicians & Pharma Industry
must be held responsible for any
over-prescribing!

Due to the current situation in
our society | don't believe the
you can prioritize one strategic
response over the other. | believe
you need to target the treat-
ment to the individual. Educa-
tion for those presently not using
drugs,and a combination of
harm reduction and treatment
for current users.

Education get the word out
about addiction try to educate
so people understand the causes
and the problems of addiction.
Harm Reduction to help the
person with an addiction under-
stand what's going on, how do
we manage their addiction find
the underlying reason till they
are ready to accept treatment.

‘What are your
plans to clean

up Lowell public
spaces, and make
them more acces-
sible for use?

| would work to assure that the
funds and resources need-

ed for our DPW and Parks
departments are continued and
expanded as needed. As a city,
we must make it a priority to see
that a quality level of mainte-
nance is afforded to all of our city
public spaces.

I support Community Preser-
vation Act which would bring

in funds for maintenance &
clean up of public spaces, parks,
monuments etc. Volunteer clean
up days organized by neighbor-
hood associations have helped
clean parks and should continue.
I also support funding non prof-
its like Clean River project.

To maintain public spaces you
need to plan,prioritize and invest
to maintain the spaces. | also
believe you need to encourage
public use with programs and
activities to make the spaces
viable and safe. We also need to
reexamine and diversify the use
of our public spaces to attract
more people.

I have been doing that for over
10 years. The renovation of the
North Common Amphithe-
ater, the Basketball Court, the
Handball Court, Levassuer Park,
DecaturWay Machares Corner,
Poet Pedestals

What new ideas
doyouhave to
make (or keep)
housing afford-
able in Lowell for
both renters and
homeowners?

| believe what we need in Lowell
is several levels of affordable
housing, spread throughout
Lowell making sure that we
continue to build on the positive
increase of property value
without impeding on Lowell
residents, pricing them out of
our city.

Modify zoning to allow more
apartments to be built,

modify building codes to allow
rehab of older buildings, create
affordable housing loan fund

to support affordable housing
projects, implement rent control
measures.

A partnership with organiza-
tions such as the Merrimack
Valley Housing Partnership to
utilize properties that the city
acquires through tax liens. | be-
lieve in the past these properties
have been sold through auction.
I would consider a plan to make
these available to qualified
home buyers.

Adding more housing by starting
a program that will make it pos-
sible for developers to transform
unused 2nd and 3rd floor units
downtown into apartments



City

Counc
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Jeff Thomas

Daniel Rourke
Pawtucketville South Lowell
Where can ¥ NA ¥ NA
votersfindyou  EinA I Jeff,CityCounci
on the web? N/A N/A
No Website No Website

When opinions Careful review of all the informa- I will use the voice of my constit-

. o tion presented along with public  uents, as well as my beliefs on
are divided on input to make the best decision  the issue whether good or bad to

. possible not just for one groupof  make a positive decision on the
a i:);llgll.lssue’ people within the city, butforthe issues in front of me.
what will youuse city asawhole.
to make your
decision?
How would | would prioritize educationand  Education will be a top priority
e e e treatment. The local government  because the children are the
you pI'lOI'ltlZB needs to continue to be a partner  future of this city. The kids will
. with community agencies to need an environment to grow

educai;on, harm provide education & assistance.  the learning abilities of their
reduc[lon, and Treatment protocols, long-term  young minds to next level.

. infout patient programming as Opioids is also a mental health
treatmentm a well support systems are proven issue that | plan on dealing with
stra * methods to help withthe battle  because a person's mental health

tEglC i of addiction. should is key.
response to
reduce opioid
addiction?
What are Providing additional resourcesto  Parks and open green space is
t your the Department of PublicWorks  also needed for the future of
plans toclean through such things as grant our development. With all the
opportunities to provide for development that is happening |
l.lp I-Dwell pIIb' rehab and maintenance. Work plan on making sure they provide
Lic spaces, and with community partners and space and keep our parks safe
neighbors to create coalitionsfor ~ from any development.
make them up keep and programming.
more accessible
foruse?
Wha ideas | commit to continuing to work lam a homeowner and know
tnew id with our Fed & state partners, the value of rents. Most renters
do you haveto local banks, community partners  are people who can not afford

make (or keep)
housing afford-
able in Lowell for
both renters and
homeowners?

& non profits to develop new
funding pools or incentives for
things such as green living af-
fordable housing developments
& explore a lease-to-purchase
program.

to buy and | want to make home
buying easier for the lower
income people because they are
the backbone of this city and we
need to keep them here.

...but what is
their favorite
pizza place
in Lowell?

II%?(Eng!



City Council

M]_at is your 220 Central St. v ] "‘ﬁ
favorite pizza place “ZIPRESs0 Dave Conway Rodney Elliott = JohnLeahy
in Lowell? “ronan . [ b of .

Orderis alpahabetical by : : .
pizza place narme, and then Rita Mercier John Drinkwater ﬂ Marty Lorrey
by incumbency & alphabetical P D <.
order from left-right where
necessary in the case of shared
love of a certain pizza place. ' Dave Ouellette Jeff Thomas
127 Merrimack St.
Chum
FABIANO'S Ty

PIZZERIA & CAFE

480 Chelmsford St.

JIMMY's

PizzaToo

283 School St.

' Sokhary Chau

688 Rogers St.

PIZ2A arty Hogan

863 Varnum Ave.
sﬁnhl;ll‘;
m-t-em { Danny Rourke
We Deliver .
(
44 Palmer St.

[TeeMonTi
il | i

| JEEEs,

Vesna Nuon Harry Kortikere

984 Gorham St.

Trolley Pizza

4
74

4 BillSamaras
% \ a Declined to Answer




City Council

Whatis your
favorite coffee
shop in Lowell?

Orderis alpahabetical by coffee
shop name, and then and then
by incumbency & alphabetical
order from left-right where
necessary in the case of shared
love of a certain coffee place.

o

61 Market St.
[k

i

Vesna Nuon Corey Belanger E: Dave Ouellette
" -

Danny Rourke

250 Jackson St.
COFFEE
COTTON Harry Kortikere

23 Palmer St.

_ e
15+ Lowell Locations
DUNKIN' Dave Conway Juan Castafieda ﬂ Jeff Thomas
Alexandra

Amparo—Del Villar

Rita Mercier

Marty Hogan

N i Bill Samaras
A \ Dechined to Answer




City Council

Whatis your Conway
favorite movie? :

Candidates appearin
incumbency & alphabetical
order. Rotten Tomatoes score
is as of 9/16/19.

9i% ng:echumames 7600 lslronrinTonmmcs

Samaras Amparo-Del Villar Belanger Castaneda Chau

Declined to
Answer.

LEE VAN CLEEF
ELI WALLACH

e Timenar B

7% s

629 v

Lorrey

‘s".‘l};. j

%ﬁfaﬁer

s s

9 4% Rs;’yt:n Tomatoes
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‘Where can
voters find you
on the web?

Andy Descoteaux
Belvidere
INCUMBENT
W N/A
K1 avoiceforthekids
N/A
No Website

Jackie Doherty
Highlands
INCUMBENT

¥ N/A

K1 electjackiedoherty

N/A
No Website

Bob Hoey
South Lowell
INCUMBENT

¥ NA
Eil NA
N/A
No Website

‘0oL COMMITTEE

Dominik Lay
Highlands
INCUMBENT

¥ N/A

Kl LayforSchoolCommittee

N/A
No Website

‘What’s the number
oneissue thatmade
you want to run for

School Committee?

After being a teacherand
working with kids for nearly

4o years, | figured the School
Committee made sense for me,
so that | could continue to work
for the kids.

In the beginning it was to fight
for more funds, but through the
years my focus expanded to
make sure parents have a seat at
the table, and to hold leadership
accountable to do what's best
for kids.

Special education.

I would like to help making Low-
ell Public Schools (LPS) a good
and safe learning environment
for all families and students.
Students getting the best educa-
tion that they can get. Families
feeling good about having their
children going to LPS. Teachers
and staffs get adequate supports
& materials.

while overseeing and
funding the new High
School construction?

This will NOT be easy and will
require a significant amount of
coordination on the part of the
Construction Company and the
City Public Works Department.
Itis my understanding that our
Operating Project Manager
(OPM) has had a great deal of
success with minimizing nega-
tive impacts on everyone.

By hiring two new facility
managers, we have taken steps
to ensure the schools hold

up their end re maintenance,
including better communication
and a stronger partnership with
the city. The new high school
construction also demands
improved communication and
collaboration from both sides.

It's the first time in Lowell’s His-
tory to have a female city man-
ager and she already created a
plan to address maintenence
and infrastructure. At this time
we all have to circle the wagons
and throw all our support behind
her plan.

There's never enough money for
the City. City has already secured
funding for HS construction with
MSBA and a 30-year bond. Cur-
rent City Manager cares about
Schools and | am confident that
funding for maintenance of all
schools willbe available from the
City's budget and it will be spent
effectively.

Has enough changed
since the 1980s
lawsuit decision
ordered Lowell to bus
students to recon-
sider neighborhood
schools? Could we
ensure that neigh-
borhood schools

are integrated and
receive equal funding
and resources?

John Descoteaux has done a
remarkable job at figuring out
how to accomplish this. In order
to achieve the neighborhood
schools, we would need to
acquire more middle school
classroom space. Not easy but
we're working on it.

We should have as many
children as possible attending
neighborhood schools while still
maintaining diversity. In addition
to making sure our schools

are integrated, we mustdo a
better job of distributing funds
equitably based on the needs of
the student population at each
school.

| believe enough has changed
to reconsider neighborhood
schools. But to do it right we
need to build a large middle
school in the Centerville section
of Lowell.

When Lowell bused students in
'80's it has a priceless positive
effect. It gives students, families,
staff, teachers, to share some of
the resources, knowledge and
friendship across the neighbor-
hoods. Neighborhood schools
cannot ensure integration or
equal funding. Knowledge &
friendship diminished.

‘What would you do
toimprove parent
services and increase
parent engagement
in schools, especially

among parents who

do not speak English?

We have several systems set

in place currently. We strongly
encourage our parents to avail
themselves of these services
either through the individual
schools or the Family Resource
Center.

Parent engagement improves
when it is valued from the top
down. Parents need to feel
welcomed and empowered. |
expect the Supt to model that
value, track it, and hold his team
accountable. More bilingual staff
and translation services will help
give access to those who do not
speak English.

The parent information center
has improved greatly in the
past two years under the
leadership of Miss Duda. With
more resources | believe Miss
Duda’s ideas would increase
parent engagement. Also more
block party ideas like volunteers
to give Salsa and Merengue
lessons.

I have been working with Super-
intendent to increase parents
participation by providing
correct information and making
parents feel that they belong.
Superintendent is working on
getting proper translation as
well as parent liaisons who are
bilingual. Adult Ed has important
role to educate parents.

‘What systems would
you support, or create,
to ensure that diver-
sityis represented in
alllevels of the public
school system, notjust
through teachers?

I firmly believe that we are
making strides with our new
Superintendent and that people
of all walks of life will be pleased
with the choices and people he
is hiring for key positions that
Dr. Boyd has and will continue
to make.

Recently, we hired some highly
qualified, diverse school leaders
and | support continuing that
effort. I have also supported de-
veloping our own talent pipeline
by providing educational paths
for current employees, such as
paras, and encouraging LHS
graduates and locals to consider
a career with LPS.

When we hire custodians,
kitchen help, paraprofessionals,
and many more positions. We
need to make sure we hired
people from Lowell. That would
represent or student body.

Very hard to achieve! And may
sounds a bit overwhelming to
some. Ideally, to have diversity
that reflects populationin all lev-
els | support a system that favors
having percentage of qualified
staffs that reflects percentage of
the City's population.



TONNIE

h

‘Where can
voters find you
on the web?
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¥ N/A

“ Elect-Sherri-OConnor-Barboza-Lowell-School
-Committee-394861571170342

votebarbozalowellschools

SCHOOLICOMMITTEE) |
Connie Martin Gerry Nutter
Belvidere Centralville Z
Highlands
¥ N/A W gnutterso
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N/A N/A
No Website thelowellcurmudgeon.com
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¥ N/A
K1 clarkforprogress

clarkforprogress
clarkforprogress.com

‘What’s the number
oneissue that made
you want to run for

School Committee?

Recognizing that an innovative
and high quality public school
system is the key to ensuring the
economic and social success of
our entire community.

Financial stability for the district

Special Education, Mental
Health.

The financial crisis and inability
of the current committee to
work cooperatively with the
superintendent and city council
is what drove me. We need
accountability, collaboration and
relationship building which are
skills | can offer this city.

How can we balance
main maintenance
and infrastructure
while overseeing and
funding the new High
School construction?

The way to guard against our
buildings falling deeper into
disrepair is for both the City and
the School District to conduct
athorough audit of the current
state of our buildings and make
agenuine commitment to
invest the necessary resources
to ensure building safety and
efficiency.

A 8%-10% tax increase rolled
out over a 3-5 year period will
fund the HS project The Cities
Capital Plan should include
funding for roofs-boilers- win-
dows with MSBA funding
paying 80% and the yearly city
budget should include money
for standard maintenance

Checks and Balances, Safety

for our children will always

be the priority while ensuring
our students are learning in an
environment that nurtures and
fosters the growth needed while
in High School. There should be
enough funding to maintain and
ensure the renovations. Failing
not an option!

Itisimportant to come up witha
plan to address deferred mainte-
nance at schools around the city
and ensure we are applying for
the maximum amount of MSBA
funding available every year.
Strong controls must be in place
to ensure the high school project
stays on time and on or under
budget.

Has enough changed
since the 1980s
lawsuit decision
ordered Lowell to bus
students to recon-
sider neighborhood
schools? Could we
ensure that neigh-
borhood schools

are integrated and
receive equal funding

and resources?

| believe that the district must
conduct a thoughtful analysis
of student data to determine if
we can maintain our diversity
priorities if we make the move
back to neighborhood schools.
Maintaining a desegregated
district has to remain our top

priority.

Space limitations won't allow

us to go back to neighborhood
schools but we can change as-
signments to get students closer
to home and neighborhoods
have evolved to allow us to do
that and stay in compliance. The
new Administration is commit-
ted to fund schools equally and
distribute resources fairly

We are not in a position to
consider neighborhood schools.
Funding is not evenly distrib-
uted, we are not completely
integrated now, how could we
even begin to do that by neigh-
borhoods. We need to have all
our children on even playing
fields and we are not close.

Every student in Lowell deserves
the best possible education
regardless of what school they
attend. Therefore, we must
focus on improving the quality
of our under-performing schools
before we consider a change

like this. We must also improve
communication with families
about their choices.

‘What would you do
to improve parent
services and increase
parent engagement
in schools, i
among parents who

do not speak English?

As a committee, we need to
build programs, events and
communication platforms that
facilitate better connections with
our families, especially those
who face language challenges.
We also need to support school
level activities because our
school staff are the most trusted
by our families.

This School Committee has
hired an equity and outreach
officer to increase parental par-
ticipation including extending
hours at the Parent Information
Center to give parents more
opportunities to use it and hired
more bilingual parent liaisons.

Building communication at the
beginning of school isimportant.
We need to have multi-cultural
staff and teachers to understand
the culture of the families being
served and what communication
works best. This, also, is when
we can take full advantage of
technology; such as apps and
social media.

We should share best practices
from schools and teachers who
are currently doing this well and
look to replicate these practices
throughout the district. In
addition, we should have cul-
tural competency training for all
school staff and parent liaisons
ateach school.

‘What systems would
you support, or create,
to ensure that diver-

ity is represented in
alllevels of the public
school system, notjust
through teachers?

The new Chief Equity Officer
position has invested high level
expertise towards our diversity
efforts. We have already seen
several positions filled by highly
qualified professionals from
diverse backgrounds . We need
to pay attention to every level of
hiring so our staffing reflects our
community.

For the first time in my lifetime
we see diversity in the Central
Office and with the Equity and
Outreach Officer and the hiring
of new principals and the Special
Ed leader | believe the Suptis
committed to extending diversi-
ty. The School Committee needs
to support this.

Definitely, support staff and
teachers are very important.
Beyond that, communication
that goes beyond the flyers

and robo-phone calls. Families
culturally need to be understood
and fear and miscommunication
needs to be rectified by culturally
sensitive personnel.

Creating mentoring and
pathway programs similar to the
one that began this past year for
paraprofessionals will increase
diversity at all levels of the public
school system and provide
advancement opportunities for
interested staff.
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IKE DILLON JR.

OPARA

LOWELL SCHOOL COMMITTEE > ~Laa| Committee
Mike Dillon, Jr. Ben Jim Peters
Highlands Pawtucketville Highlands
‘Where can W MikeDillonJr2 ¥ NA ¥ NA
voters ﬁndgfou [f] fleoplnlr . Ei benoparaforlowell Kl NnA
on the web? mikedillonjrforlsc N/A N/A
No Website No Website jimpetersblog.com
‘What’s the number I have seen anincreasing Equity, Justice, Integrity and Treatment of the past
one issue that made number of families choose to Inclusion. Superintendent
fi relocate in search of a better
youwantto runior public school system. | believe in
School Commiittee? the LPS and | believe that | can
help this district overcome the
challenges in front of it through
hard work.
How can we balance We are iljtfa1 mainssln;qlcg emer-  Esta blis}f]wtment hof S'OUﬂdbﬁstCP?l mai Etfng nce i§| alf/lthlf' behest of
main maintenan gency with our city buildings. oversight mechanisms by the e City Council. Making sure
dinf lte ce We needto cometogetherasa ~ School Committee. Membersof  that the average maintenance
and (;hu'e community and provide support  the School Committee, should man is on top of his game is the
while overseeimng and forour city workers. | am work- constructively engage individual ~ best way to balance mainte-
fundingthe new ngh ing on creating a Maintenance councilmemberstoensurenet  nance.When my father took
School construction? Relief Initiative in order to help school spending is met every over, he discovered sleeping
®  catch up on outstanding work year. Things needing mainte- cots built into a wall hidden in
orders. We CAN fix our buildings!  nance, should be quickly identi-  the closet. They were gone that
fied and promptly addressed. morning. Infrastructure,
Has enough Changed I do believe we can change our Things have changed, forthe Not unless we move 27,000
since the 1980s school districts and maintain good. While I recognize theva- ~ Asian Americans around the city.
la it decisi equal opportunity throughout lidity of the concerns of parents
wsuit decision the city. A three district system regarding busing, | worry, how-
ordered Lowelltobus  could save the cityhundredsof ~  ever, that the positive gains may
students to recon- thousands in busing costs, still be fragile. Some neighborhoods
: : ood provide multiple options to all, have unique issues that may
sider Ilﬁl%.mﬁh and help strengthen prideinour  need to be addressed before
schools? 1we neighborhoods. reverting to neighborhood
ensure that neigh- schools.
borhood schools
are integrated and
receive equal funding
and resources?
‘What would you do Crezﬁingkr_gon;e dis}t]rictls Iand . Scho(;)ltSitSvCo'\L;I TJCIS|'SI' is alc Sttj'teh }]woulc_l hire Tte_alchlers who are
. sending kids to school closerto  mandate. We establis ventin multiple languages.
to m.lprove(li)?rent home would have animmediate  one in each school. We must
SErvices andamCerease  jmpacton parentengagement.  build from ground up.
parent engagement Parents will have much easier
n schools, i access to the school and would
among parents who be more likely to engage with

do not speak English?

the community around them.

‘What systems would
you support, or create,
to ensure that diver-
sityis represented in
alllevels of the public
school system, notjust
through teachers?

I will strongly support equity in all
of our schools to provide equal
educational opportunities for
every child. | also think an em-
phasis on peer to peer teaching
in the classroom can inspire our
students to pursue a career in
education.

We must mandate the con-
tinuous existence and funding
for the office of Equity and
Diversity.

I would support hiring people
of diversity in administrative
positions.
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RODNEY

‘What systems
will you support
to build pipelines
for the next gen-
eration of leaders,

especially leaders

of color?

Council

INCUMBENT

Encourage government
participation for all.

unerL, il -
Rodney Elliott John Leahy
Pawtucketville Belvidere
INCUMBENT INCUMBENT

All applicants for any positions
in the City need to be open and
accessible toall. All should be

encouraged to apply.

I think that keeping our focus on

education is the way to go. The
stronger the school system is,
the better our citizens will be.

INCUMBENT

| feel the new voting system
option 2 will be the start to make
that happen. Hybrid 8.3

‘What do you think
are the mostim-
portant infrastruc-
ture and capital
needs for Lowell
to address and
howwould you
pay forit?

Maintain our buildings using
amuch needed preventive
maintenance program. Grants
are available and we need to be
aggressive applying for them.
We just got grant monies to

fix the heating systems in our
schools. More of that are need-
ed. We can't keep going back to
the taxpayers!

The police station needs to be
replaced. Itis outdated and

has exceeded its useful life by
decades. Funding needs to be
studied. Possibly a lease back
system where a developer
finances and builds it and the
city leases it back. Similarto the
Senior Center is one scenario to
consider.

| feel that we are doing this now.

We are fixing all the bridges
and roads throughout the city.
We are doing this with the
help of local, State, and federal
government.

People are very interested in
having their own street repaved.
They are concerned about safety
in being protected. We as a
council have done just that. So
we must continue on this path.

What else can the

city do to support
local business?

Develop a campaign to let peo-
ple know what our business have
to offer. Also create our own
freedom trail. This will let people
know the rich history we have.
Ideas like this will bring business
into our city.

Offer our assistance in any way
necessary. Bring new businesses
before the Council to highlight
them to the public.

We can always do better, but
listening and supporting the
local economy is the best direct
way to help.

First we should communicate
with them in the first place and
find out their needs and listen to
them and act accordingly.
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3 BSOS ¢

~COUNCIL
Vesna Nuon Bill Samaras Alexandra Corey Belanger
Highlands Belvidere Amparo—Del Villar  Belvidere
South Lowell

What systems
will you support
to build pipelines
for the next gen-
eration of leaders,

especially leaders

of color?

|am a strong advocate fora
Mayor’s Youth Commission

& proposed establishing the
Commission to bring younger
voices to influence city decisions.
| also submitted a motion to
expand the number of alternate
members on city-wide boards &
commissions to encourage more
people to be, and stay, involved.

| have long supported the Lowell
Plan's Public Matters program.
As mayor, limplemented a
Mayor's Youth Commission to
introduce young people to City
Hall, teach them leadership
strategies, and implement their
voice into the decision-making
process.

The ones that are currently and

actively focusing on our next
generation of leaders!

I do believe that district
representation will achieve

this but more can be done.We
must engage with our minority
communities and encourage
public service and do more to
appoint minorities to boards and
commissions. | believe elected
officials must be be more en-
gaged to accomplish this.

What do you think
are the most im-
portant infrastruc-
ture and capital
needs for Lowell to
address and how
would you pay for
it?

We need to make sure our
roads, parks, and public spaces
are safe and well maintained.
We need to leverage state

and federal dollars and think
creatively about our projects to
fund them. We should continue
to seek opportunities to reduce
city expenses such as utilities &
use cost savings to reinvest.

We must make sure the Lowell
High School project is complet-
ed and the vision is fully imple-
mented. Next, we must look at
the police and fire stations as a
need as we expand the tax base
through the Hamilton Canal
Innovation District.

Schools! Bridges, and roads.
Apply for grants on local and
federal level.

Besides getting a new high
school we have 28 other schools
in need of repair. We need to be
more active in pursuing MSBA
compensation. We also face
aging infrastructure for our first
responders. We need to include
yearly allocations in the capital
funds towards this.

‘What else can the
city do to support
local business?

Lowell should target infra-
structure investment in our
neighborhood business districts.
The city should encourage the
formation of neighborhood
business groups to coordinate
with city initiatives. The city can
partner with organizations like
the Lowell Plan & EforAll that
can provide startup funding.

The City should have constant
dialogue with local business
leaders in the downtown and
neighborhoods to find out their
needs and develop grants and
training programs to meet those
needs.

Giving them local tax breaks.
Free promotion on local City of

Lowell website.

The commercial tax rate for
businesses in double that of
residential, with no services. We
need more city liaisons to the
business community offering
our value resources by partner-
ing with quasi agencies like the
Lowell Plan and the SBA. These
services can be vital in attracting
businesses to Lowell.
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John .Drinkwater
Belvidere
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What systems
will you support
to build pipelines
for the next gen-

eration of leaders,

especially leaders

of color?

More equal opportunities for the
community

Iam in favor of mentoring
students from our local schools.
Civic education and how best
to understand our forms of
government should be incorpo-
rated into the Lowell School's
curriculum. Working Cities and
Public Matters are programs
that should be supported.

Exploring city council youth
committee in making it more
access able to our young people
so their voice can truly be heard.
Which mean meeting our young
folk where they're at. It could

be a park (basketball, volleyball,
skateboard,etc) or social
gathering.

| believe the goal of "diversity &
inclusion" should be included in
all aspects of city government.
From our city workforce, to

our contracted workforce, to
businesses receiving city grants
orincentives, we must be
holding them accountable to
goals of a diverse workforce and
leadership development.

What do you

think are the most

important infra-
structure and
capital needs for
Lowell to address

More alternatives for housing
and resources for the young
people.

Roadways, bridges, sewer and
water are priorities to maintain
good quality of life. Bonding and
private/public partnerships could
be the main source of revenues.
We must always keep the impact
to the taxpayers as minimal as
possible.

Park and recreation, ,public
transportation, public building
(school, library, hospital, post
offices, courthouses, fire and
police department, etc). We can
pay forit through tax revenue,
for example marijuana facility,
alcohol, gambling, etc)

Multiple schools and public
safety facilities have immediate
capital needs. These projects will
inevitably require borrowing,
but there are funding sources
that can ease the burden on
taxpayers, including the MA
School Building Authority, which
we must aggressively explore

and advocate for.
and howwould
you pay for it?
What else can the More incentives. As aformer owner of a small Exploring different ways to The city should do everything

city do to support
local business?

downtown mortgage company,
Iam well versed in the challeng-
es to small businesses. Parking,
customer safety, mitigating
traffic jams, ease of entry and
exit, and more outreach to the
University staff and students
would all help the small busi-
nesses in the downtown.

invite and create a safe space
forall local business from every
community to the table.

possible to ensure that business
owners with good ideas

-- especially those located in un-
der-served areas or strategically
important ones like Downtown
-- are set up to be successful in
the long term. This includes tech-
nical assistance with permitting,
payroll, etc.
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HARRY KORTIKERE

Jor Lowell City Council

Kortikere
Belvidere

‘What systems
will you support
to build pipelines
for the next gen-
eration of leaders,

especially leaders

of color?

| want the young minds aware of
how City Hall affects every single
and how they can be an active
citizen. | will work to bring more
civic participation between the
classroom and the council cham-
bers. | will work to create aYouth
Council, to address the issues
and challenges they face.

Provide minorities and women
more opportunities for civicen-
gagement including serving on
municipal boards. Set tangible
targets for the city to achieve

in hiring more minorities and
women within the city govern-
ment. Need organizing coalition
to support minority candidates
running for office!

A

W W W W W

Lorrey
e\ PREVIOUS CITY COUNCILOR

Marty
Belvidere

| would certainly support any
outreach into the community
that would enhance the oppor-
tunity for future leadership. The
programs could include educa-
tional support at Lowell High or
the local colleges. | would also
reach out to various local organi-
zations to participate.

DAVE _
~a| City. Council

Dave Ouellette
The Acre

|am on the the Working Cities
Challenge board with represen-
tatives from all our local agencies
and leaders working on this now.
We are all looking for future
leaders and actively welcoming
them to join our boards to gain
the experience at a young age.

What do you
think are the most
important infra-
structure and
capital needs for
Lowell to address
and how would
you pay for it?

Data/Communications

upgrade, the New Lowell High
School project, and repairs

and improvements to our city
streets, sidewalks and lighting.
As your elected official, [ will be
accountable to you the people
of Lowell. | promise that | will not
spend one dollar that | feel is not
used properly.

Fix infrastructure issues within
Lowell Public Schools. Address
infrastructure issues of the
Firehouses and aging fleet and
equipment. Improve roads,
sidewalks & parking. Work with
State/Federal Govt for funding
for bridges/roads/mass transit
& increase commercial revenue
coming into the city!

Presently the city hasalong

list of important projects that
needs to be addressed,schools,
public buildings, roads etc. What
the city needs is along term
capitol investment plan with an
increased budget. Committed
money from new sources such
as The Hamilton Canal Innova-
tion area will help.

Maintaining our Schools and
city buildings be proactive not
reactive use our cities resources
(inspection Dept make alist of
each building and prioritize the
repairs). Make a team that will
address and repair the issues. To-
tally complete one building ata
time. Well maintained buildings
cost less to run.

‘What else can the

city do to support
local business?

In order for local business to
truly flourish here in Lowell, we
need to make sure that three
things are at the forefront of our
City Council. Safe streets, clean
accessible neighborhoods, and
affordable properties. | will work
to make sure that these items
are properly addressed.

City needs a long term econom-
ic development plan to bring

in new businesses, work with
landlords and developers to
develop downtown. City needs
to create free trade zones, offer
right tax incentives and lower
lease rates to make it attractive
for new businesses to start and
sustain growth.

The city can begin by investing in
the infrastructure and maintain-
ing a clean and safe environ-
ment. This may encourage a
steady flow of consumers. It can
and should look at local taxes
and charges that may strain the
profit margins that allow the
businesses to grow.

Streamline the process of
inspections, more organized and
pro business agenda, working
with the new business owners as
partners in our community. Use
our code department as a source
of encouragement notasa
hindrance. Work closely with the
new owners to find where prob-
lems might arise and correct.
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' ROURKE

__ City Council

Daniel Rourke
Pawtucketville

@' PREVIOUS CITY COUNCILOR

What systems
will you support
to build pipelines
for the next gen-
eration of lead-
ers, i
leaders of color?

| would expand my initiative to
bring city hall to all neighbor-
hoods by requesting Council
committee meetings be held

in the community on a rotating
basis to provide a welcoming
opportunity to participate in the
process. For youth | would sup-
port expanded school to career &
career pathways programs.

Jeff Thomas
South Lowell

I grew up in a neighborhood of
many different ethnicities. | will
always push for the leaders of
the city to connect with and build
working relationships that will
make them want to become a
bigger and better leader.

What do you
think are the
most important
infrastructure
and capital
needs for Lowell
to address and
howwould you
pay for it?

Our public safety facilities, i.e.
fire stations, school maintenance
& continued development of
Hamilton Canal. | would propose
to dedicate a percentage of the
budget every year to the capital
plan portion & continue to work
with our Federal and State
partners.

Police and Fire are the 2 biggest
capital needs for this city now.
The high school was before but
now the PD/FD need their own
space and new headquarters

is the first step. As for other
capital needs | will take all plans
into consideration and prioritize
those plans so things get done
efficiently.

What else can
the citydo to
supportlocal
business?

Streamline the local government
small business experience to
ensure there are no obstacles to
entrepreneurship. In addition,
expand the small business neigh-
borhood office hours program to
evenings & weekends.

Meetings with all local business
men and women to help them in
anyway | can and also get their
support and thoughts of how to
help them grow and also bring
more local business to the city.
Especially downtown.

Keeé) oln
choo
Committee!



School Committee

Web Bonus Questions

How can the schools
work with other
agencies to address
the challenges stu-
dents and teachers
face with behavioral
issues, family trauma,
and mental health?

DESCOTEAUX

Andy Descoteaux
Belvidere

INCUMBENT

These issues cannot be solved by
simply throwing more money at
them. We need to have ALL who
are directly and indirectly affect-
ed by the mentioned concerns.
Removing the "stigma" often
assigned to many issues would
helpimmensely.

Jackie Doherty
Highlands

INCUMBENT

We need to do a better job at
collaborating, but the biggest
challenge is not enough staff to
service students with behavioral
or mental health concerns.
Along with more staff who
have the expertise, we need
high-quality training programs,
so our teachers learn helpful
skills and strategies.

Bob Hoey
South Lowell
INCUMBENT

Open up some schools at night
so parents can use them as

safe places to go. Most parents
are afraid to let their children
outside. We also need to com-
municate better with agencies
like the boys club, and the ymca
to help out. Safe places to play
after school would help.

INCUMBENT

Inanideal situation schoolis a
place where students should
feel safe and free of problems.
LPSis very good in dealing with
students having such issues by
working with Lowell General &
Health Ctr etc. Staffing enough
administrators who specialized
in this field at each school loca-
tionisimportant.

‘What is the vision
for improving our
Special Education
program?

We have recently hired Mr.
Lovato, to be our new Special ed
Director. He comes to us from
New Mexico, where he was the
State of New Mexico Special ed-
ucation Coordinator. He should
be able to provide us with many
useful and worthwhile initiatives
going forward.

My vision is to meet the educa-
tional needs of the student from
a positive framework rather
than one focused on deficits. We
must continue to develop our
homegrown programs to keep
more students in district and

we need better collaboration
and resource sharing between
special and regular education.

| believe we need to now look
atdyslexia. | believe at least one
in five children have a problem
reading. More early reading
classes should be part of our
vision for improving our Special
education program.

Mr. Michael Lavato is our SPED
Dir. I support SPED program
fully staffed. llike the direction
that we took to bring Adie Day
School close to home. | support
expanding the program and
offer services to outside the
district. At this point, | would
like to work w Mr. Lavato to find
ways to improve.

What are the

top priorities for
education funding
this year?

We need to make sure that what
funding we have is maximized to
benefit our students. We should
be concerned with serving ALL
of our students; from Special
education to English Language
Learners and College bound
preparation. Every effort by our
new administrative staff will be
toward that goal.

After living with a funding
formula that is 25 years old and
wholly inadequate, we need
major and sustained funding to
replenish staff in key, front-line
roles, such as social workers,
paras, and librarians.

My top priority for education
funding is simple. Have as many
of my family members and
supporters call Congresswoman
Laurie Trahan and State Senator
Ed Kennedy. To demand more
support. They are the two people
who can help.

Schools have been underfunded
by the State of MA for years and
Lowell Public School has been
hurt by it. | support The Promise
Act for education funding. State
Senator Ed Kennedy has been
fighting to pass this bill and |am
optimistic that it will properly
fund Public School.
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Connie Martin
Belvidere

How can the schools
work with other
agencies to address
the challenges stu-
dents and teachers
face with behavioral

issues, family trauma,

and mental health?

There is no question that LPS
needs to expand our cadre

of social workers and school
counselors. The work being done
at the state house to address the
failing Education Formula will
hopefully provide for these crit-
ically needed staffing resources
to help support our students and
families.

ARTIN|

“/SCHOOL COMMITTEE |

Gerry Nutter
Centralville

INCUMBENT INCUMBENT ngh]ands

We need to extend our partner-
ships with CTl - Lowell Health
and other existing organizations
and expand those partnerships
with Mental Health and the
Center for Hope and Healing
among others.

AVOICEFOR ALL
Sherri
O'Connor
. Barboza

WELL SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Sherri O’Connor
Barboza

HILARY CLARK

| SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Our children's anxiety rate and
depression has increased dras-
tically through MCAS prep. We
need to involve outside agencies
in our schools and refer families
to the services that are needed
and not wait until the damage

is unbearable. Ex: Collaborating
with LCHC, pet therapy, support
groups.

There are a number of agencies
doing great work in this space
throughout the city. It is import-
ant to partner with organizations
like the Lowell Community
Health Center to provide these
critical services to our students in
the most effective way possible
and provide support for our
teachers.

‘What is the vision
for improving our
Special Education
program?

Interms of vision, | believe we
must recognize that SPED
programming isn't a kindness or
an "extra" service provided. It is
afundamental, constitutionally
protected right, for all students
to receive a quality education in
the least restrictive environment
possible.

We need to look at the program
with a new view offered by our
new Special Ed leaders and
work with the state on needed
funding and services to allow

us to expand offerings for our
range of students from the most
gifted to those with the greatest
needs.

Transparency, a strong support-
ive Special Education Director,
ETCthat realize they are part of
ateam and all participants have
avoice, parent support through
out the IEP process, we should
be working together, all children
deserve to be thriving and have
the opportunity to reach their
potential.

Strong leadership to advocate
on behalf of the teachers and
paraprofessionals providing
services, and looking to these
professional for input on quality
assessment tools and materials
to be used. Increasing awareness
of the programs that currently
exist at particular schools.

What are the

top priorities for
education funding
this year?

Our current budget reflects
some critical deficiencies in the
areas of library staffing, mental
health/guidance supports and
increasing class sizes. These are
the primary areas where [am
hoping any increased funding
can be directed.

In my view the State keeps
increasing Chapt 70 and are
committed to keep adjusting
the formula while the city sits
at funding only 33% of their
mandatory net school spending
in cash. I'd like to have a written
agreement to increase that to
35% by the 2020/2021 school
year

Our children of course are our
top priority, to ensure this our
schools have to be safe in struc-
ture and in staff. Repairs have to
be made and expansion has to
be looked out for overcrowded
and substandard classrooms.
This would seem to point to
more teachers and paraprofes-
sionals needed.

Since the budget is already set
for this year, it will be important
to evaluate the effectiveness of
the building based budgeting
strategy in order to increase
equity and provide resources to
the schools that need it most in
the coming year.
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IKE DILLON JR.

LOWELL SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Mike Dillon, Jr.
Highlands

Ben
Pawtucketville

How can the schools
work with other
agencies to address
the challenges stu-
dents and teachers
face with behavioral
issues, family tra

uma,
and mental health?

Mental health support s crucial
for our school system. Every kid
should have the chance to talk to
someone regularly.

We are blessed to live in a city
with two tertiary institutions of
learning, numerous non-profit
and for-profit businesses, as well
as two hospitals. Robust pub-
lic-private partnership initiatives
must be explored. Such has
been done before which yielded
an outfit like Project Learn.
Expansion.

First, we need to focus on
mental health. Family trauma
would closely follow. Behavioral
issues must be addressed by the
proper echelon in school site
administration.

‘What is the vision
for improving our
Special Education
program?

The Day School is doing
amazing things since it opened.
We need to continue to support
their efforts. We should always
be looking to increase our special
ed capabilities and work toward
being able to provide support for
every child within our district.

Hiring of a Special Ed. officer
and casting our net wide to
learn from what other cities and
towns have done.

Recognize that Special Educa-
tion exists. Keep it on the burner,
even if it upsets some of our
teachers.

What are the

top priorities for
education funding
this year?

My top priority is ensuring good
communication between all
levels of government. We need
more from the state, but we can
also make some changes to be
more efficient with our spend-
ing. We are on the same team.

We must seek out professional
means of reducing the stu-
dent-teacher ratio and ensure
they provide state-of-the-art
learning tools in our schools.

Work with the state on funding.
Most of our budget comes from
the state.

Lowell Votes
partners are...
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